
Ron’s Rules for Preaching 
 
 
 

1. Preaching must be biblical! 
2. There are no other rules. 

 
But if there were, these would be mine . . . 
 

1) Never let your Bible and your sermon notes out of your sight (at least not until you’re 
through preaching)  

2) Preach the truth with conviction, never with your fingers crossed 
3) Preach the truth with compassion, never with an “I could care less” attitude 
4) Keep your zipper up 
5) Be relevant; if Scripture doesn’t make sense to the hearers, maybe it’s because the 

preacher didn’t do enough [non-biblical] exegesis  
6) Be interesting; it’s hard for others to listen to the Word when they’re sleeping 
7) Never play golf when you should be preaching (who are you going to tell if you get a 

hole-in-one on Sunday morning?)  
8) Visual aids must be . . . aids to the visuals 
9) You don’t have to be eternal to be immortal (pay attention to time, but don’t let time 

“rule the day”).  If someone looks at his watch, don’t worry about it, everyone thinks 
about the time.  If someone looks at his watch every few moments, he’s probably wanting 
you to quit soon.  If someone looks at his watch and then holds it to his ear to see if time 
has stopped, it’s time to stop; extend the invitation. 
(Jack Evans told story of woman, after hearing the preacher say, “did you ever stop to 
think?” several times; she asked, “did you ever think to stop?”) 
(See article, Babylon Bee, about church in Arkansas: “Half of Congregation Dies of 
Starvation As Sermon Goes 15 Minutes Over Time”) 

10) Preach as if God asked you to “fill in” for Him (in fact, He has; “preach the Word”) 
11) Variety is the preacher’s friend, and the audience’s delight (“Sameness is tameness,” 

Wiersbe); vary your sermon organization and type of sermon; the types of biblical 
literature; your vocal rate, tonal qualities, and volume; length of sermon; movements, 
gestures, facial expressions, etc.  

12)  Before the sermon, check with the song leader for the invitation song.  You never know 
what he might lead, like “All things are ready, come to the Feast” when you preach on 
fasting; or “Wake up O Sleeper.”  Dr. Lowell Johnson told me about his leading singing 
at a Gospel Meeting; after the preacher emphasizing the need to “change your ways,” 
Lowell led invitation song, “Just as I Am” (before the assembly, the preacher had told 
Lowell to lead any songs of his choosing)   

13) Prayer must be a part of all parts of preaching.  (Begin your sermon preparation with 
prayer, asking God for His guidance and assistance; pray when you’re through studying; 
pray immediately before you begin to preach; and when you’re through preaching, thank 
God for the opportunity you had to speak in His place) 

14)  The preaching “menu” should include a steady diet of the five main food groups: the Old 
Testament, the Gospels, the Epistles, Bible doctrines, and human suffering 
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15) Never mention anything negative about your wife (unless it’s with her permission; and 
then say so); show video of “The Pastor’s [sic] Wives” singing, “Before he Speaks” 

16) Preach the “whole counsel” (Acts 20:27) of God: heaven and hell, Bad News (sin; 
condemnation) and Good News (the gospel), righteous living and sin; the crown and the 
cross, joy of unity and sin of division, morality and materialism, blessings and discipline. 

17) Illustrations illustrate truth, they do not prove truth 
18)  Preach the truth in love, Eph. 4:15; help people grow up (no longer be children, 4:14) 
19) Yelling is not a prerequisite for preaching.  You will hear a new parent, whose baby cries 

loudly, say, “he’s going to make a preacher.  Sure has big lungs, doesn’t he?”  I heard of 
a little boy, very active and loud, who one day told his mother, “when I grow up, I want 
to be a preacher.”  Shocked, but happy, she asked why.  Said he, “Because he’s the only 
one who can yell and move around in church and get away with it.”   

20) (Ask the song leader to say) “Will you stand with me please” for the song before the 
sermon 

21) “No man can give at [the same time] the impression that he himself is clever and Jesus 
Christ is mighty to save.” – James Denney; cited in article by R. Albert Mohler, Jr., in 
Handbook of Contemporary Preaching, page 17 

22) Avoid comparing yourself with others; always strive “to do your best” 
23) Don’t change the message; let the message change you 
24)  Use a wireless microphone as often as possible . . . but turn it on only when you are 

preaching (or be ready for something disgusting, funny or inappropriate to be heard by 
everyone in the auditorium) 

25)  Choose your words carefully; nobody listens until you make a mistake 
26) Sermons ignite!  There must be a connection between the Word of God and the world of 

our listeners.  In other words, great preaching is when “the flint of people’s problems 
strikes the steel of God’s Word.”  So, connect and balance the two.  (Robinson, Making a 
Difference in Preaching, page 99) 

27) Preach to express, not to impress 
28) The best way to stay awake during a sermon is to preach it 
29) Don’t just say something; have something to say 
30)  “. . . bring the text to the church, and the church to the text, IN ORDER THAT 

[emphasis, rb] God’s people might hope in God more and sin less” (statement by Scott 
Hafemann in his article in Handbook of Contemporary Preaching, page 361. 

31) Have this attitude in you (which was also in Christ Jesus): “I have come up to the pulpit 
not to do my own will but the will of Him who sent me.” 

32)  “Preacher Up!”  (thanks to the late Bryan Shelley, SIBI 2007).  Alexander Whyte 
(Edinburgh, circa. 1900) wrote to a discouraged Methodist preacher:  “Never think of 
giving up preaching!  The angels around the throne envy you and your great work.”      
Be tough, “endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist” (2 Tim. 4:5). 

 
And, never forget Rule Number One: “Preach the Word [!]; be prepared in season and out of 

season; correct, rebuke, and encourage – with great patience and careful instruction”            
(2 Timothy 4:2, NIV 84). 


