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I wish I would have begun differently, because I began ministry thinking . . .  

1. Just sit back, trust God, and He will make things happen. 
2. Every field is “white unto harvest.” 
3. All you have to do is preach good sermons and the brethren will apply the 

Word to their lives, grow spiritually, and love you for helping them. 
4. Hold off on evangelizing; plan now to evangelize later (you can always 

evangelize later) 
5. Everybody likes me . . . everybody likes Sunset . . . everybody agrees with 

Ed, Gerald, and Richard. 
6. I can really help these people because I probably know more Bible than 

anyone else in this congregation (including the elders) 
7. The elders do their work and the deacons do their work so all I have to do is 

preach, teach, and evangelize 
8. Hang with your own kind; the older folks are set in their ways and don’t 

have much to offer the church anymore 
9. Church growth – in numbers and dollars – and unity will happen because of 

me, my preaching, and my presence (me, just being here is a positive) 
10. Elders really don’t know what’s going on, so I should do things my way 
11. I’m a better preacher than __________ because I went to Sunset and he went 

to ____________. 
12. Every Christian believes he is saved by grace and knows he has eternal life. 
13. When a woman is 4 ½ months into her pregnancy, she is half-pregnant. 
14. To “hand out” and “to pass out” mean the same thing 
15. It’s fine to say “if you’re here tonight [pause] and you haven’t responded to 

the Gospel . . . .” 
16. It’s fine to make jokes about my wife, aggies, democrats, the Raiders (from 

Oakland), blondes, and _____________ 
17. There is no reason to check for tags on a new suit; even if I missed one (or 

two), no one will ever laugh at or be critical of the clothes I wear 


